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|g||||||gJ|HE  octavo  edition  of  this  Calendar  was 

E- j<  printed  about  three  years  ago  for  the  use 
J : of  a few  antiquarian  friends,  who  had 
® been  subjected  to  great  inconveniences 
in  referring,  for  the  verification  of  dates  and  the  so- 
lution of  chronological  problems,  to  tables  far  too 
complicated  for  very  frequent  use. 

It  is  intended  by  this  edition  to  extend  the  facil- 
ities of  the  Tables  to  a few  more  friends ; and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  simplicity  of  the  design,  and  the 
readiness  with  which  results  can  be  obtained,  will 
cause  the  volume  to  be  consulted  more  frequently 
than  has  been  the  case  with  other  similar  books  and 
tables. 

The  Tables  on  the  pages  opposite  the  Calendar 
pages  are  intended  for  verification  only. 
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in  1582. 


!]arge  errors  having  arisen  in  the  Julian 
method  of  computing  time,  a reforma- 
tion of  the  Calendar  was  undertaken 
by  Pope  Gregory  XIII.,  and  effected 
The  alteration  caused  by  this  reformation 
produced  what  is  commonly  termed  the  Gregorian 
Calendar,  and  the  mode  of  reckoning  time  called 
the  Roman  or  New  Style. 

By  the  Julian  Calendar  the  year  consisted  of  365 
days  and  6 hours,  instead  of  the  true  time  of  the 
duration  of  a solar  year ; thus  making  the  year  too 
long  by  about  11  minutes.  From  the  time  of  the 
Council  of  Nice  to  the  time  of  Gregory,  this  differ- 
ence had  amounted  to  ten  days.  In  order  to  obviate 
this  error,  it  was  ordained  that  the  year  1582  should 
consist  of  365  days  only,  and  that  ten  days,  between 
the  4th  and  15th  of  October,  should  be  thrown  out 
of  the  Calendar  of  that  year ; and  also,  to  prevent 
further  irregularity,  that  no  year  terminating  a cen- 
tury should  be  bissextile,  excepting  each  fourth 
of  such  years.  Three  days  are  thus  retrenched  in 
every  four-hundred  years,  because  the  lapse  of  eleven 
minutes  for  every  year  makes  very  nearly  three  days 
in  that  period ; leaving  an  error  of  one  day  only  in 
about  5200  years. 

It  will  assist  the  memory  by  observing,  that,  when 
a year  ending  with  00  is  divisible  by  400  without 
a remainder,  it  is  Leap  Year  ; and,  when  there  is  a 
remainder,  the  year  consists  of  365  days  only. 
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All  other  years  in  the  century  divisible  by  4 are, 
likewise,  Leap  Years  ; and,  consequently,  have  two 
letters  in  the  Dominical  Tables.  All  common  years 
begin  and  end  with  the  same  day  of  the  week. 

The  New  Stele  of  reckoning  time  was  not  adopted 
in  Great  Britain  and  its  Colonies  until  1752,  when 
the  correction,  for  obvious  reasons,  had  increased  one 
more  day.  From  the  tune  of  the  formation  of  the 
Gregorian  Calendar  in  1582  to  the  year  1699  inclu- 
sive, the  difference  of  style  was  ten  days  ; but,  as  the 
year  1700  became  a common  year  by  a provision 
of  New  Style,  containing  only  365  days,  whereas  the 
same  year  contained  366  days  by  Old  Style  the  dif- 
ference became  eleven  days.  This  has  caused  many 
mistakes  in  reducing  Old  Style,  to  New,  all  events 
requiring  a correction  respective  of  the  time  of  their 
occurrence.  For  example  : — Columbus  discovered 
America  on  Friday,  the  twelfth  of  October,  1492, 
0.  S. ; by  the  New  Style  this  occurrence  happened 
on  Friday,  October  21, 1492,  and  not  on  October  23, 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  has  been  erroneously  adopted  by 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  when  the  latter 
day  was  selected  for  the  Annual  Meeting.  This 
error  arose  hi  consequence  of  using  the  correction  of 
12  days,  necessary  for  events  occurring  in  the  19th 
century,  without  noticing  that  the  event  happened 
at  a time  when  9 days  only  were  required  for  that 
purpose.  A similar  error  of  one  day  existed  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Landing  of  our  Forefathers  at 
Plymouth,  which  was  happily  rectified  last  year  by 
a resolve  of  the  Pilgrim  Society. 
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Rome,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  a great  part  of 
Italy,  15th  N.  S.  [5th,  0.  S.]  of  October,  1582. 
France,  Lorraine,  20th  [10th]  of  December,  1582. 
Holland,  Brabant,  Flanders,  Hainault,  Ar- 
tois, and  a very  large  part  of  the  Low 
Countries,  25th  [15th]  of  December,  1582. 
Denmark,  1582. 

Switzerland,  {by  Catholics)  1583,  or  1584. 

Germany,  (by  Catholics)  1583,  or  1584. 

Poland,  1586. 

Hungary,  1587. 

Strasburg,  1st  of  March,  [18th  of  February]  1682. 

Germany,  generally,  25th  [15th]  of  November,  1600. 

Friesland,  Groningen,  Guelders,  Overyssel, 
Utrecht,  Zutphen,  and  the  Low  Countries 
generally,  12th  [1st]  of  December,  1700. 

Switzerland,  generally,  12th  [1st]  of  January,  1701. 
Tuscany,  1749,  or  1751. 

Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Colonies  of 

Great  Britain,  14th  [3d]  of  September,  1752. 
Sweden,  1st  of  March,  [17th  of  February]  1753. 

In  Russia,  Greece,  and  throughout  the  East, 
the  Gregorian  Calendar  is  still  rejected,  and  Old 
Style  adhered  to  with  pertinacity. 


The  Calendar  of  Weigel,  which  differed  from 
that  of  Gregory  only  in  fixing  Easter  and  the 
days  of  the  Moveable  Feasts,  was  also  used  in 
Denmark,  where  it  was  adopted  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1699.  The  same  Calendar  was  very 
generally  used  by  Protestants  in  Germany  from 
the  15th  of  November,  1699.  In  the  Cantons 
of  Basle,  Berne,  Shafhausen,  and  Zurich  in  Swit- 
zerland, the  Protestants  received  the  Calendar  of 
Weigel  in  1701,  commencing  that  year  on  the 
12th  of  January,  which  they  called  the  1st  of 
January,  1701.  This  example  was  soon  followed 
by  a few  of  the  Swiss  towns. 


CDttrainifetMtt  nf  tlje  #pur. 


|Y  the  reformation  of  Gregory,  the  year 
began  on  the  first  day  of  January;  and? 
consequently,  whenever  and  wherever 
the  New  Style  of  reckoning  time  was 
adopted,  then  and  there  the  year  commenced  on 
this  day. 

Previous  to  the  use  of  the  Gregorian  Calendar, 
the  years  had  different  days  of  beginning,  at  various 
times  in  the  same  and  different  countries,  and  occa- 
sionally at  the  same  time  in  the  same  country.  In 
most  countries  it  began  on  one  of  the  following  days : 

Christmas-day,  the  25th  of  December ; 

Circumcision-day,  the  1st  of  January  ; 

Conception-day,  the  25th  of  March ; and 

Easter-day,  the  day  of  the  Resurrection  of  our 
Lord. 

In  England,  in  the  seventh,  and  so  late  as  the 
thirteenth  century,  the  year  began  on  Christmas- 
day  ; but  in  the  twelfth  century  the  Anglican 
Church  commenced  the  year  on  the  25th  of  March, 
as  did  also  the  civilians  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
This  continued  until  the  1st  of  January,  1752,  the 
time  of  adoption  of  the  New  Style.  By  this  it  ap- 
pears, that  two  modes  of  reckoning  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  have  generally  existed  in  Great 
Britain  and  its  Colonies,  causing  what  are  called  the 
Civil,  Ecclesiastical  or  Legal  Year,  and  the  Histor- 
ical Year.  The  last  of  these  has  commenced  on  the 
1st  of  January  for  a long  period  of  time. 


In  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  occur- 
re  nee  of  errors  by  the  use  of  two  commencements 
of  the  year,  it  is  now  usual  to  annex  the  date  of  the 
Historical  to  that  of  the  Legal  year,  when  alluding 
to  any  day  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  25th 
of  March  previous  to  1752 ; thus, — 10,  Jan.  162-2-; 
or,  10,  Jan.  162K ; or,  10,  Jan.  1621-2. 

When  Double-dating  occurs,  the  upper  or  first 
figure  indicates  the  Legal,  and  the  lower  or  last  the 
Historical  year.  The  last  of  these  is  the  year  used 
in  the  present  computation. 

In  the  Julian  Calendar  the  months  were  all  num- 
bered, as  well  as  named  ; thus, — 

1.  March,  5.  July,  9.  November, 

2.  April,  6.  August,  10.  December, 

3.  May,  7.  September,  11.  January, 

4.  June,  8.  October,  12.  February. 

Sometimes,  instead  of  writing  out  the  name,  the 

number  only  was  expressed ; and  this  generally 
followed  the  number  of  the  day  ; thus, — the  10°: 
(11°:)  1621,  or,  the  10th:  11th  mo:  1621 ; i.  e.,  the 
10th  day  of  the  11th  month  in  the  Civil  year  1621, 
which  corresponds  with  the  10th  of  January  of  the 
Historical  year  1622. 

Double-dating  was  necessarily  always  used  in 
reefrring  to  time  between  the  last  day  of  February 
and  the  25th  of  March,  when  the  year  conunenced 
on  the  latter ; otherwise,  there  would  have  been  an 
impossibility  in  telling  for  what  year  the  date  was 
intended. 


FOR  USING  THE  DOMINICAL  AND  CALENDAR 

2Tat iUs. 

§pij|0  FIND  THE  DAY  OF  THE  WEEK,  FOR  A GIVEN  DAY 
#/  OF  ANY  MONTH  IN  ANY  YEAR,  EITHER  BEFORE  OR 


NEW  STYLE  OF  RECKONING  TIME. 

1st. — Find  the  Dominical  Letter  of  the  given 
year,  by  inspecting  the  proper  Table  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : Seek  the  hundreds  of  which  the  year 
consists  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  the  years  more 
than  the  hundreds  at  the  side,  then  the  letter  or 
letters  at  the  point,  where  the  perpendicular  meets 
the  horizontal  line,  will  be  the  Dominical  Letter 
required. 

2d. — Having  found  the  Dominical  Letter  or  Let- 
ters of  the  year,  as  above  directed,  turn,  by  help  of 
the  Index  in  the  margin,  to  the  Calendar  bearing 
them,  which  is  the  calendar  for  the  Year  required. 

3d. — The  Day  of  the  week  can  be  readily  found 
by  inspection. 

When  there  are  two  letters,  as  in  every  Leap 
Year,  the  first  is  for  January  and  February,  and  the 
second  for  the  other  months  of  the  year. 

To  find  the  Dominical  Letter  for  a year  Before 
Christ,  according  to  the  Old  Style,  subtract  one  from 
the  given  year,  and  seek  the  letter  in  the  table  as 
above  directed. 
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The  Table  on  the  opposite  page  is  arranged 
for  Historical  Years,  invariably  commencing  on 
the  First  day  of  January ; consequently,  when 
Double-dating  occurs,  the  Year  is  to  be  reduced 
to  this  standard  by  taking  the  last  figure.  A 
similar  reduction  is  to  be  made  when  January, 
February,  and  the  first  twenty-four  days  of  March 
are  used  without  Double-dating  at  the  end  of 
the  Legal  Year,  which  is  the  same  as  the  Ec- 
clesiastical year. 

In  using  this  table,  it  being  for  Years  Before 
the  Christian  Era,  one  must  be  deducted  from 
the  given  year. 

All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters  are 
Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  January 
and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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OBSERVATION. 


The  Table  on  the  opposite  page  is  arranged 
for  Historical  Years,  invariably  commencing  on 
the  First  day  of  January ; consequently,  when 
Double-dating  occurs,  the  Year  is  to  be  reduced 
to  this  standard  by  taking  the  last  figure.  A 
similar  reduction  is  to'  be  made  when  January, 
February,  and  the  first  twenty-four  days  of  March 
are  used  without  Double-dating  at  the  end  of 
the  Legal  Year,  which  is  the  same  as  the  Ec- 
clesiastical year. 

All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters  are 
Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  January 
and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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OBSERVATION 


All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters  are 
Li:  ip  Yruis ; the  first  letter  being  for  January 
and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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®I)C  Dominical  £cttcv 

G 

BELONGS  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 

ftm  in  tj jt  Irnrntrrntj),  (Kgjjtontjt  nnir 
Jiratentji  Crntnrirs. 


©Itr  Stfile,  ^ftn:  Crijn'st. 

1610  1621  1027  1638  1649  1666 
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Neto  Stole,  after  <£ljrtst. 
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<£l)c  dominical  Ccttcrs 


BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 


<©Itr  St£le,  Sifter  <£l)rist 


UCrto  Stfile,  Sifter  Cfjrist 


Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  Janu- 
uary  and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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£1)C  Dominical  Ccttcvs 


BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 


©Hr  Stfilc,  after  CCiji-tst 


Keto  St£le,  after  ©fjrtst 


Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  Janu- 
uary  and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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<tl)c  ^Dominical  Ccttcvs 

c-b 

BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 

ftm  in  tji t Imntfnttlj,  (BigtjfrBntlj  nnii 
Mmimfy  Centime. 


©Hr  Stgle,  lifter  ©fjrist 

1608  1636  1664  1692  1720  1748 

ICeto  -Style,  after  ativist. 

1616  1644  1672  1712  1740  1768 
1796  1808  1836  1864  1892 


Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  J an- 
uary  and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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C a I e n b <t  t X sC 


FOR  SUCH  YEARS  AS  HAVE  FOR  THEIR 

ISomtmcal  ILetters 
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$l)c  (Dominical  betters  % 

D-C  i 


BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 


^enrs  in  tjie  ibttnttccnfji,  (Eiglitcentli  nnh 
Jlirotcrntj)  frotmm 


©Hr  Stfilc,  after  ©fjrtst. 

1624  1652  1680  1708  1736 

Keto  Stfilr,  after  ©ijrtst. 

1604  1632  1660  1688  1728 

1756  1784  1824  1852  1889 


Observe. — All  fyears  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  Jan- 
uary and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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FOR  SUCH  YEARS  AS  HAVE  FOR  THEIR 
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$l)e  ^Dominical  betters 

e-d 

BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 

^rnrs  in  ttre  ^tntnittntji,  (Eigjjtctntjj  nni) 
JlinttEtniji  Crnturifs. 
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Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  Jan- 
uary and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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Dominical  Cctters 

F-E 

BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 

f%rs  in  tl }t  Inicntmiflj,  (Eigljtrrntlj  anil 
Jlmrtrrntfi  Ctninrits. 


©is  stsit,  atttc  ejriut. 

1600  1628  1666  1684  1712  1740 

Wrt n Sti>lc,  after  <£fjrtst. 

1608  1636  1664  1692  1704  1732 
1760  1788  1828  1856  1884 


Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years;  the  first  letter  being  for  Jan- 
uary and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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®l)c  iHomiiiical  Ccttcvs 
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BELONG  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 

f%ts  in  fjit  Iratntccntjj,  (Kijjjjtrrntlr  anir 
jffiitttmttjj  Crnfnrirs. 


©13  Stfilt,  after  ©tjrtst. 

1616  1644  1672  1700  1728 

Keto  Stgle,  after  ©fjrist. 
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Observe. — All  years  having  two  Dominical  Letters 
are  Leap  Years  ; the  first  letter  being  for  Jan- 
uary and  February,  and  the  second  for  the  other 
months  of  the  year. 
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